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Noted Educator Reports-

Some Problems
By DR. WJl.l.LU£ S. MILBURN

Following a speaker such as you
have just heard is, I am sure you
realize, no easy job - particularly
for someone who is not accustomed

to speaking and someone who is
nothing except a "bas been" high
school principal.
In this matter of integration of
schools, we have settled down in
Kentucky to that condition wbich I
can best illustrate with a story.
The story is from Milton's "Paradise Lost."
You will remember that this
great epic begins with a battle in
Heaven. There was a rebellion of

the angels in Heaven. A terrific
battle followed . The angels that
rebelled were driven out of Heaven

•

and down into Hell. And they beld
a war conference. \¥hat shall we
do next?"
One angel spoke up and said,
"Well, let's go back and fight
again." Anotber said, "What
chance will we have to win in a
situation such as this? Our swords
are all broken, we are without
food, we are tired, we are bungry,
we certainly would get clobbered
the next time."
One after an 0 the r, proposals
were offered - and then finally
Moloch got up and said, "Look
boys, we are in Hell. It is hot
down here, we know that. It is
very, very uncomfortable, but I believe that we can get used to it.
If we stay here long enough we
can endure it, and certainly nobody
else is going to come around and
bother us, nobody else is going to
come in here. And here in Hell for
the rest of our days, we can settle
down to our lives of ignoble ease
and peaceful sloth."
So when you settle down to a
life of ignoble ease and peaceful
sloth, then I say you are in Hell.
That is where we are in Kentucky
in regard to this integration problem. We have settled for a life of
ignoble ease and peaceful sloth.
It is good to be back bere with
you. I feel that maybe once again

Of Integration
Dr. William S. Milburn, a veteran of 4() years as a public school teacher
and administrator, is a former president of the Southern Association of
CoUeges and Secondary Schools. He was principal of Male High
School in Louisville, Kentucky when thot school was integrated. Here,
Dr. Milburn relates his own experiences and observations concerning
classroom integration.

I am among friends. It has been a
little bit lonesome in Louisville for
me since I appeared in Judge
Mize's court some few months ago
in Jackson, Mississippi. Wben I
got back home, my previOUS boss
in the headlines said: "What Mr.
Milburn said in Jackson is not so."
My successor in the local school
said, "It is not so." WelL what I
am going to tell you now is probably "not soF' But let me remind
you that in Jackson, 1 was under
oath in the court. Those in Louisville who said, "It was not so,"
were not under oath. They spoke
without being sworn!
Perhaps coming from the North
- and that is my background - I
have a little different slant on many
of these problems hom that which
you have, but my heart is with you
in your efforts.
It is a saddening note to see that
private schools are going to take
over where public schools have
failed. Forty years I spent in public school education. And it is of
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course difficult for me to reconcile
myself to the idea that the great
American public school system,
which I believe has been the backbone of our American democracy,
is now about to pass out of existence,

I talked recently to a man hom
New Zealand who had spent much
of his life there. He said, "I believe
you are coming in the United
States to the situation in education
that we have in New Zealand." He
said, "There we do have public
schools. But the backbone of our
system is the private school Everybody that is anything, or has anything. or has any desire for his
children to get a good education,
patronizes the private schools. And
the pu blic schools are for those who
don't care," That is a sad situation
from my viewpoint.
Perhaps the story of an old maid
who had saved some money and
who wanted to take a last fling in
life belore it got too late \vilJ ilIus-
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trate my position here before you
this morning.
She told her friends that she
wanted to go to New York to see

the bright lights. They advised her
to get an escort and told her the
name of an agency where she
could get an escort who would
show her New York. She appeared
at the desk of the agency, and the
girl at the desk asked, "What kind
of an escort do you want? Do you
want a Northern escort or do you
want a Southern escortr

She inquired, "What is the difference?"

"Well, the Northern escort will
be a tall, slender, good looking
gentleman, middle-aged, he will be
very discreet. He will show you
the sights of the town. He will
never embarrass you at all. Now,
what about the Southern escort?
He \viII be shorter, he may be a
little red in the face, he may be a

little bit sandy-haired. He \vill be
a gentleman, but he will be a little
bit impetuous and if he has a cocktail or two, he may want to make
love to you.
ow, which do you
want?"

The old maid thought for a while
and she said, "Well, 1 tell you you give me a Southern escort from
just as far North as you can!"

anything of that sort, but just to
bring you the story of my experience with integration. The
little brochure that went out announcing this Conference had my
picture (which I recognized with
some difficulty), and it had a little
story, the gist of which was that
I, like St. Paul, had been converted. Let me point out to you
ladies and gentlemen that there
has been this difference. You will
recall that St. Paul was stricken on
the road to Damascus and CODverted thereafter. I was converted

and then clobbered afterwards!
Of course, you can probably recall the great amount of publicity
that was given to school integration in Louisville. And the school
that by chance 1 then headed was
picked as the testing ground. We
knew it was coming. And there we
were.

1 think no one could have been
more open-minded about desegregation than 1 was when I stood at
the door of Male High School on
the opening day in September 1956
to welcome the first Negro students
to that proud, century-old school.
It was a school with a great deal
of pride, a great deal of prestige
and a great deal of tradition.
1 had been determined to take

So, I am a Southerner with you

the innovation "in sbide'" and to

from just about as far North as you

show the nation that desegregation

can get ooe!

was no cause for alann and could

But let me get back to my story.
I said 1 am going to repeat the

be successfully implemented without fanfare and hullabaloo.

things in general that I said in the

court at Jackson and that they "may
not be so." But they are the things
that I saw! 1 don't want to pose
before you this morning as a great

I soon learned that some people
in high places did not share my
optimism and complacency, for
when 1 reached my office on
that September morning, Benjamin

educator or as a psychologist, or

Fine, ace reporter for the New

J

•
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He had been there 30 minutes.

rant. 1 knew nothing about integration, for I had never taught a
Negro student, nor had one in any

Present also were reporters and

school -

photographers from other newspapers and broadcasting stations.

of them cipal.

Yark Times, was already there
waiting for me, sitting on my desk.

Police cars pab-olled the streets

around the school, and school officials from the Central Administration Office nervously paced the
sidewalk before the front entrance
- just like a leghorn hen getting
ready to lay an egg!
Those who came looking for
sensational news and sensational

pictures must have been disappointed - and later I learned that
one of the photographers down on
the other end of the building had
said to the boys, "Boys, start something, I have got to have some
pictures of action," (That is what

the newspapers do to you.) And the
school officials and police were
quite relieved, for when the start-

ing bell sounded, the students
came quietly into the building and
went to their assigned rooms. We

had taken the job in stride. We
had done this so smoothly that my
superintendent of schools was
given h 0 nor a ry degrees from
Heaven knows how many colleges

throughout the East. We did it so
smoothly that the President called
him to the White House into his
own room and personally con-

gratulated him for the good job he
had done \vith integration in Louisville.
T was quite pleased, nahually.

with such a favorable beginning,
and rather confident about the future. They say that ignorance is

bliss -

and that was blissful. 1

was confident because I was ignoAPRIL lV&15

and there were a number

where 1 had been prin-

As I look back over it, 1 am reminded of a story about the Irishman, Pat, who had fought with
his \vife Bridget for 20 years, and
his religious faith was such that
there couldn't be a separation. He
finally went to the priest about it,
and along with him were two or
three others who seemed to have
been having about the same family
troubles. And the good Father sat
them down and he lectured them
for one hour about the bliss of
being married and all the ·good
things that go with married life,
and then he dismissed them.
As they went out the door, Pat
turned to one of the other Irishmen
and he said, "I sure wish 1 knew
as little about married life as he
does!"

I often wish that 1 could have
remained just as ignorant about
integration as I was at that timet

I would probably still be living a
peaceful life. But let me get on
\vith my story.
The first year we had only a
handful of Negro students, about
35 as I recall, in a student body of
1200 to 1500. They were neatly
dressed, intelligent and well-behaved. \Ve were in the honeymoon

stage of integration. And like most
honeymooners, we didn't know
what was coming!

E a c h year, more and more
egroes came into the school and their quality was decidedly
7

below those of the first year. We
were getting the "run of the mill."
The honeymoon was over!
As more Negro students came

into the school, the whites began
leaving. This transformation has
reached the point that currently
the school is almost half Negro,
and if the present trend continues,
it will he practically a Negro
school within the next decade.
That's how integration works.
What happened at Male High
School is not unique. It has happened, as you well know, at many.

many s c h 0 0 I s, elementary and
secondary, in cities throughout the
North. The pattern is now quite
familiar - from segregation to integration, and back to what has
heen termed de facto segregation.
It seems to me that there is no
longer any point in talking about

desegregation. The issue now is
integration. Between the two there

is considerable difference. The desegregation court mandate struck
down state statutes and school administrative practices which re-

quired the separation of the races
in public schools. Integration
means the mixing of the races in

sch0

0

I s deliberately by adminis-

trative policy. The court decision
on desegregation was nO' t hi n g

more than the old story about
the camel's-nose-in-the-Arab's-tent.

First the nose, and then the neck;
pretty soon the heels - and the
Arab was out.

Many

orthem school systems

which never practiced segregation,

and some which have fully complied, as Louisville did, with the
desegregation man d ate of the

•

Court, are now heing pressured by
Negro leaders for total integration.
Southern schools \ViU soon face the
same pressure. As quickJy as you
desegregate, you're going to he
forced to integrate your schools.
And there is a tremendous
amount of difference. It is ironic

that while the South is being
bludgeoned into desegregation, de
facto segregation is rapidly gaining
in the North. I think it's probably
gaining faster than desegregation
in the South.
It is now quite evident that many

white parents will not long send
their children to an integrated
school that is heavily Negro, or
which is in the process of becoming so.

They either transfer

their children to a private school
or move into a white residential

neighborhood. Not all parents, of
coune, make the change. A few
choose to stay; some are simply
financially unable to move or to

afford a private school. They are
"stuck" \vith integration. It is a
distillation process that leaves a
f6\v white pupils of the lower socioeconomic status with an overwhelming majority of Negroes in
a school. This condition in Chicago. Boston) ew York. Cleve.
land and many other Northern
cities, called "racial imbalance,"
seems to he as unacceptable to
Negro leaders as segregation in

the South.

further integration. In at least two
large
orthern cities, children
(Negro and white alike) are being
transported from their home

school to some dis tan t school
to give racial balance. Perhaps not
since the Children's Crusade have
children been so deliberately exploited to further a cause. Their
plight reminds us of the old couplet : "Rattle their bones over the
stones. for they are only poor
chiJdren whom nobody owns."

I have come across no definition

of racial imbalance. The opposition of 'egro leaders to it implies

that they want racial balance,
whatever that is. Whether the
formula for racial balance calls for
a 50-50 distribution of white and
Negro, or a 100to-l proportion to
confonn to the national ratio of
whites to Negroes. or some other
distribution, canying it out on a
very wide scale would create a

gig ant i c transportation problem.
How are you going to do it in Mississippi? Transport some of them

to North Dakota?
The efforts to date to offset de
facto segregation and racial imbalance are tending to make integration, rather than education,
the chief objective of the schools.
Integration has now superseded
hue education as the major purpose of the schoolsl
The implementation of integration with any chance of success

To overcome racial imbalance,
school boards in th e cities are

heing pressured to gerrymander
district lines and to build new
schools, not where they will he
most convenient for the pupils, but
where it appears they will best
THE CITIZEN

requires that certain definite problems be recognized and solutions
for them found. These problems
cannot be dispelled by Court mandates, wishful thinking, brotherhood slogans or police force, or
Federal bayonets. To close the
APRIL lIiUSl5

eyes and pretend they do nut exist
is courting disaster for the public
schools. It is embarking on a
coune that I feel will destroy our
public school system in America.
And I regret that very much.
The major hurdle to integration,
as I have already pointed out, is
the unwillingness of a great number of white parents to put their
children in an integrated school,
and particularly a school that is
heavily Negro. Their reluctance
cannot be charged to Jim Crowism
alone, for it has heen demonstrated in city after city in the
North, which never had Jim Crow
laws nor deliberate school segregation.
W'hat, then, are the reasons for

the opposition of so many, many
white parents to integration?
One is what I choose to call
"race consciousness" to distinguish

it from racial bias. Bias implies
unreasonable prejudice. Race consciousness is the instinctive awareness of one's race when in the

presence of persons of a different
race. It is the feeling of oneness,
of belonging.
A student of history can recall
many instances in which race consciousness has shaped the course
of events. A rather recent example

of such was the sly remark made
by a now deposed Russian dictator
courting Chinese favor - "Rememher, I too am a Mongol." And
quite recently when the leader of
the Black Arts movement in Harlem said, "I see nothing wrong
\vith hating white people," he was
crudely appealing to the racial ties
that bind.

•

NonnaHy, race awareness lies
smoldering and harmless unless
fanned into a flame of violence, as
it was in 'Vatts or Harlem. It does
not present an insurmountable
problem to integration, but must
be reckoned with as an everpresent thre'dt in the hands of agitators.

The great majority of levelheaded white parents have a more
compelling and more practical reason for their objection to integration. It stems from the observable
and well known differences between the Negro and white races.
We subconsciously evaluate human
behavior by comparison and when
the comparison reveals differences
we look askance at those differing
from us. \Vhen such comparisons
are frequent, unavoidable and even
required - as in a classroom they can become irritating, even
odious.
In my opinion 1 race differences
are the nub of the integration con troversy. At the risk of being
branded a pseudo-psychologist or
an extremist, I will point out these
differences in some detail. We can
group them under three headings:
(1) physique; (2) intelligence;
and (3) temperament.

The differences in physique skin pigmentation, facial features,
texture of the hair, etc. - are quite
obvious, but have no great significance to integration, although they
do offer a ready badge of identification as they are associated with
the other differences.
Tbe difference in intelligence
poses a very tough problem for
integration. This difference has
10

been so well demonstrated by psychologists and educators and is so
well documented that we need not
go into details bere. We can sum
it up with the simple statement
that the capacity of the white students to learn is markedly greater
than that of the Negroes. This is
not to say that all white students
are brilliant and all egro students
dull. Far hom it. Negroes and
whites are found in all levels of
intelligence hom tbe very slow to
the very superior. The difference
is in the proportionate number at
each level. Among the very superior students the ratio is about
40 whites to one Negro. Down
at the other end of the scale, it's
one white to eight Negroes.
You have, no doubt, often beard
that good teachers make good
schools. That is only partly true.
It would be more accurate to say
that good students make a good
school. The athletic coach knows
that his chance of having a winning team depends much more on
the quality of his raw material
than upon his coaching ability.
Likewise, to have a good school,
there must be capable students in
it.
When a considerable number of
low ability students are present in
a scbooL egro or wbite, the administrator is forced to lower the
academic hurdles to the point
where the great majority of the
students can get over them. It
would be unreasonable and uneconomical to ask students to do
wbat they obviously cannot. When
the standards are set too high,
failures, absenteeism, dropouts and
discipline become highly vexing
THE CITIZEN

problems for the administrator. It
also induces some sensitive teachers to give grades in self-defense
(so as not to be accused of discrimination) and out of sympathy
for students, as well as for achievement of progress.
It is simply inevitable that an integrated school with a considerable
number of Negro students will
have relatively low academic
standards. So m e administrators
have tried to overcome this problem by grouping students for classroom instruction according to their
abilities. This plan, and it is usually referred to as the "track
system," has not proven entirely
satisfactory, because it tends (1)
to foster racial segregation in the
classroom of an integrated school,
and (2) it offers a standing invitation to the lazy .student to take the
easy road by default.

The recent squabble over the
"track system" in the Washington,
D. C. schools indicates the difficulties encountered in ability
grouping.
This brings liS to the third race
difference, that of temperament.
Of all the problems of integration,
this is the most difficult. The
casual observer knows that Negroes
and whites differ in temperament,
but he cannot realize how wide
the difference is, nor the problem
it presents in integration. That
realization can come only from
fir.;t-band experience.
Temperament as used here is a
sum total of all the factors in an individual's psychological make-up
which cause him to be what he is,
and act as he does. It answers the
APRIL HUStI

question, "What makes him act
like that?"
Temperament determines the individual's feelings, emotions, reactions. general outlook on life and
his attitudes toward sucb ideals as
bonesty, truthfulness. dependability
and loyalty.

The temperaments of Negroes
and of wbites are made, I believe,
of the same ingredients. but with
a difference in degree and in the
way their temperaments show up
in reactions and responses to situations.
The Negro student's emotions
seem to be more intense, to operate over a \vider range and with
less self-restraint than those oi th~
white students. The
egro can
quickly run the gamut hom meekness to violence. from gloom to
joy. from concern to indifference.
His low mumble in the classroom
can, in seconds, become a shout
in the hallway. Such quick changes
cause him to be excitable, explosive, moody, unpredictable and
often hard to manage.

In contrast, the white student is
generally phlegmatic, more stable,
more predictable and more tractable. He is also geared to a slower
change of pace in his reactions.
Bring these differences into a classroom and you've got to have two
sets of controls - one for your
white students and one for youe
Negro students two sets of
methods of management, and so on
down the line.
The lack of self-restraint and
built-in inhibitions upon the outlets of his emotions, impulses and
\I

natural desires, gets the Negro
pupil in trouble with school authority. As an aside observation,
I believe it is also responsible to a
large extent for the comparatively
high rates of crime and illegitimacy
among Negroes. The difference between civilization and savagery is
self-restraint.

When all these race differences
are brought into the confines of a
classroom, they create a tenseness
that makes it most difficult to get
the unity of purpose, the maximum
of the students' effort and the rapport so necessary for a good teaching-learning situation. Many teachers confronted with the task give
up in despair and either resign
themselves to a "what's-the-use" attitude or move on to a better job.

Much of their time and effort is
spent on keeping order and on
babysitting.
The upshot of the clash of differences brought on by integration
is a downgrading of the standards
and the moral tone of the school.
Is it any wonder that white parents,
seeing this, are taking steps that
will give their children the opportunity of being educated in a more
promising and a more wholesome
school atmosphere? The story is
this : Integration is not worki-ng!

Is there any solution to the prob-

lems present?

Perhaps, but not a complete or
entirely satisfactory one.
We may overcome race consciousness to some extent, hut we
cannot remove the race differences

in physique, intelligence and temperament.
It is the consensus among psychologists that these basic elements
are inborn and can be changed but
little, if at all, by environment.

The only solution, as I see it, lies
in getting both races to frankly
recognize that the differences between them make integration very
difficult, if not impossible. Then
work out a program resulting in a
minimum of integration. Under the
present trend, the Negroes have a
choice of either limited integration
or de facto segregation. Regardless
of the choice made, it will not be
satisfactory to either race. If the
integrationists have a better solution to the impasse, they have
failed so far to make it public.
~'1eantime. more and more white
parents will turn to private schools
as the best hope of providing a
quality education for their children.
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The Future of
Private Education
By

DR. MEDFORD EVANS

The feature which most obviously distinguishes liuJ.llan beings
from the rest of creation is the extent and complexity of the process
of educating the young. A man is
not considered grown until 21 of
his 70 years - 30 per cent of his
life span - have been completed,
and not satisfactOrily then unless
special efforts have been made by
his elders and by himself. Women
mature somewhat more quickly
than men - a fact which you may,
as far as I am concerned, interpret
for yourself.
The educational process, of
course, does not stop at 21. The
poet A. E. Housman said:

Cive pearls away and rubies
But keep your fancy free."
But I was one and twenty,
No use to talk to mel
\Vhen I was one and twenty,
I heard him say again:
'The heart out of the bosom
\Vas never given in vain.
lis paid with sighs a plenty
And sold for endless rue"And I am two and twenty.
And, oh, 'tis true, 'tis true!

Today "adult education" is big
business, over and above the fact
that training for medicine, the law,
and other professions extends on
an average well beyond the age of
21. The more complex our society,
the more advanced our style of

When I was one and twenty,
1 heard a wise man say:
"Cive crowns and pounds and guineas,
But not your heart away.

Dr. Med/tml Evon", fll)W a field
director for the Citizens' Councils
of America. b 0 longtime college
"rofessor. Former/y chief of $€curihj training for the Atomic
Ener-g!l Commis.tinn, Dr. Evans is
a frequent contribfltOf' to
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life, the more important does education become. Yet in every human
society, the necessaiy question if humanity is to survive - is: How

Can We Educate Our Children?
Initial responsibility rests with
the family, and it will be observed
that wherever family obJigatious
are not felt, education is either
neglected or warped, with results
respectively of ignorance and brutality, or shrewd selfishness and
the devil take the hindmost.

The inadequacy of public education alone to educate children
is strikingly reflected in the government pamphlet, The Negro Family,
published by the Department of
Labor last March. During the
very generation when the American
Negro has become increasingly exposed to formal schooling - both
because schools everywhere have
grown, and because the Negro has
moved {roul the rural South where
schooling was once neglected to
Northern cities where it has long
been cultivated - during this very
generation, the Negro family structure has become, says this government agency, ''highly unstable and
in many urban centers is approaching complete breakdown." The
rate of illegitimate births, to take
but one indicator, has risen markedly.
egro education is inferior
because 'egro family standards
are inferior. How these standards
are to be appreciably raised is a
subject on which the Great Society's Department of Labor is not
explicit. One suspects that they
just don't know.
Meanwhile the 'egrn Revolution
continues to attack the barriers between Negro and white society.
14

Objectively considered, this Revolution - to which the Federal
government seems fully committed
(after due consultation with Yale
and Harvard) - the Revolution is
apparently trying less to make the
Negro resemble the white than to
make the white resemble the
Negro. Or worse. For the white
man is thorough. And no one who
has observed a crowd of integrated pickets or the staff of a
fully integrated project such as
Head Start can fail to have been
struck by the fact that the Negroes
in such a congregation look considerably more attractive than do
the whites. When you come right
down to it, doesn't MLK look
better than LBJ? Well, maybe not,
but Adam Clayton Powell certainly does!
'Vhat you have is the most ambitious Negroes aSSOCiating with
some of the most neurotic whites
wherever integration is promoted.
This kind of selection makes the
Negroes look good. It does not,
however, affect the overall average
difference between the races, or
the downward trend of the two
combined when real integration oc~
curs. Negroes in school are, on an
average, inferior to white children
in schoo~ because on an average
they come from inferior family
situations, and because they are
on an average, as Dr. Garrett has
pointed out, less adequately endowed with native intelligence.

What the Federal bureaucracy
and the majority of the academic
world these days do not want to
admit is that the Negro family is
a product of the .egro race, not
of the white race. The educational
THE CITIZEN

achievement of any race is a function both of the average IQ of individuals and of the stability of
family structure.
In advanced societies, however,
education and training become so
extended and com pIe x that the
family alone is incapable of supplying the whole it it. Knowledge is
required beyond that of the average father and mother - indeed,
in the aggregate, weD beyond that
of the most superior fathers and
mothers I Expensive facilities are
required - such as libraries and
laboratories. Perhaps most important, the adolescent needs insbuction from someone other than his
parents simply because he begins
to feel a need to break apron
strings. and yet it is obvious even
to himself that he is not ready to
fly unassisted. He is attracted to
men and women of experience
who, he feels, have information to
give him and no personal reasons
to hold it hack.
In all societies where the need
for extrafamilial and ultrafamilial
education has been recognized,
responsibility for maintaining such
education has been lodged in part
,vith self-perpetuating professional
groups, such as the law, medicine,
and especially the clergy. Because
the clergy is concerned with the
whole of life, there developed
under its auspices during the
Middle Ages the concept of a university, or a place where all knowledge is taken as an object of study
- more specifically all the arts and
sciences - arts being practical,
involving do i n g; sciences being
theoretical, involving knowing. The
essential idea of a university was
its universality.
APRIL Igaa

All modem education has grown
out of these medieval universities
- either directly, through continuation and imitation, or by reaction against and reform of real or
imagined abuses and defects in the
universities; and by ext ens ion
through establishment of schools of
primary and secondary preparation
for the universities.
For centuries all concern with
education beyond what the family
could give was centered in religious organizations, and much of
it remains so today. In Europe
after the French Revolution there
was often an anti-religious cast to
education, but efforts, successful
and unsuccessful, to take the
schools, colleges. and universities
away from the church did not, of
course, alter their origin.

In the United States a special
development took place. We did
not have - or did not have until
comparatively recently positively anti-religious universities,
but we became leaders in education carried on by government always, until recently, state governments or local governments under
the states. The concept of education as a function of the state was
connected ,vith our dedication to
government by the people. Jefferson was our foremost philosopher
in this field, and he spelled out in
detail the ideal reciprocal relationship t h r 0 ugh which the state
government would fur n ish the
people the education they would
need to control the state government.
By 1954, few among the American populace questioned that education has no more fundamental

..

purpose than to make good citi-

sovereign

zens, and that governme nt has no

truth are properly subordinated to

clearer responsibility than to furnish furore citizens with an educa-

the power of governme nt, then
there is some inherent danger in
establishing education as a function of government - for government naturally tends to force that

tion.

It remained for the Supreme
Court by an abuse of authority to
create a situation where second
thoughts are necessary regarding
the r e l a tionship between the
government and our schools.
Perhaps the most obvious of

these second thoughts is that if the
people, having entrusted educational responsibility and authority
to the goverment, find that the
authori ty is being abused they can
either change the governme nt or
take the educational function away
from it. The latter is quicker. more
direct, and perhaps advisable in
any case.

The two poles of learning which
we have me ntioned - the family
and the uni versity - are both in-

herently independent of governmental control. A parent's respon-

sibility for and authority over his
child is not a legal franchise which
government can g r a n t or take
away. It is more bas ic than anywe might say than any other government. At the other extreme,
a university. which takes all knowledge to be its provi nce, cannot take

orders in the field of knowledge
from any government. It is said
that a state legislature once passed
a bill to make the value of pi

exactly 22/7, but this bill had no
force in the science of mathematics. Here is suggested the true
meaning of academic freedom.

But if neither the sacred ri ghts
and duties of parenthood nor the

••

authority

of

abstract

which is immediately under its authority to follow the policies of the
administration in power. We see

today that the Federal govern-

In view of the ine xtricable in-

tertwining of religion and education, it seems paradoxical that the
United States, where religion and
government have been separated
in a practical way, at any rate

until the Tat ion a I Council of
Chur c h es came on the scene,

should also be the country where
the

government

has

controlled

most of the schools.

grationists, and the beatniks from

destroying.
Conservatives will turn to another hallmark of Americanism private e nte rprise - to suppl y the
support for education which the
churches cannot fuUy supply in
this country, and which government can never supply so long as
it remains subject to integrationist

demagogy.

ment, which has acquired power

The answer may be that here,

in the educational field only recently, has not hesitated for the

as in many areas, the United States

Private schools are bound to de-

has been lucky. Until 1954, the
Federal government at least did
not exploit too vigorously its opportunity to make the schools a

velop because public schools will

least of a decent interval to use

and abuse that power b y compelling parents to do what it admits
they do not want to do -

send

vehicle for demanding reli gious

become increasingly im possible for

the cultivated to patronize. Since
public schools are committed to
the negati on of all discrimination,
they will lose aU discriminatin g
patrons. It is no recomme ndation
of an inte Uectu al institution to say
that it cannot tell the difference

their children to integrated schools.

conformity - conformity to antitheistic theology and to the moral

Even more basically, it has, in
the name of separation of church
and state, used its power to begin
to establish atheism as the national

revolution of the integration movement. Note that a moral revolution means exaltation of what was

religion. That is, the religion of

and that. of course. is just what

But how is the transition from

the Supreme Court is anti-religion,
for which another name is Satanism.

the beatniks of Berkeley and Selma
attempt.

public to private schools to be

We may observe briefly that in
fact education and religion cannot

be separated. That is, a complete
education cannot avoid a religiOUS
position. For the most obvious

example among thousands of possible ones, a complete education
must include history. history must

include a reference to Christ (how
e lse can you explain the calen-

Possibly the most important
consequence of the attempted
revolution will be the ultimate removal of the educational function
from government in Ame rica. In
the ir own perverse way, the beat-

niks are forwarding th is process,

will

shape the future of education in

King and Lyndon Johnson have

Ame rica, who will build anew on

their way so long that we are going

they ever work at anything at the
destruction of the largest of our
state universities -

the University

dar?) , and any reference to Christ
must impl y, if not state, an attitude
toward Him. Was His claim of

crea tive conservatives

agn os ticis m.
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made without serious economic
strain? How C'ln we continue to
pay taxes to support our Gargantuan public schools, and also
raise the money to start th e more
modest and fastidious but not entirely inexpensive private schools?
The answe r is twofold . F irst,
we cannot make such a transition
wit h 0 u t considerable economic
strain - th at is part of the cost of
our havi ng let the revolutionaries
carry us beyond a certain point
of no re turn. .A5 a nation, we have
let Earl Warren and Martin Luther

for they are working as hard as

of California.

divinity justified or not? Did He
or did He not rise from the dead?
If you say you don't know, that is
a religious position too - called

between black and white.

formally considered immoral -

Predictably, however, it will be
who

the wreckage of the public school

to be stuck \vith the tab for the

system which it now seems too late

enormous damage they have don;
- and not just in education, by

to prevent the Negroes, the inteAPRIL ISU515
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the way, but that is what we are
concerned with now.

state budget, the saving will be
something we can feel.

Yet. we can cut our losses if we
begin to use foresight. Envisaging
for the future a situation in which
the public schools have become
educational welfare centers for
Negroes, while the more aggressive
pursuit of learning is transferred
to private schools. how do we get
there? I suggest th at in any given
communi ty. whenever the time is
ripe, the following procedure b e
used:

The future of private ed ucation
in every sense of
the word, which etymologically
means, in case you aTe interes ted,
not capable of being measured.
The private school movement will
be big - as soon as the taxpayers
realize that they can get out from
under the oversize load of the increasingly inferior public schools.

In the spring of the calendar
year, selected private schools will
announce that they are accepting
advance registration for the fall.
If the community is read y. virtually all the white children will
then register. This will demonstrate two things : ( 1 ) that the
private schools have signed up
more pupils than they have faCilities for; and (2) that the p ublic
schools are not going to have any
pupils in half or more of their
facilities. Public school buildings
will become surplus pro p e r t y.
These buildings can be p ut up at
auction. and private school corporations can bid for them. They
will usually get them, and probably at no exorbitant price.
No collusion or plotting of any
kind is required.
or will it require any devious scheming to get
the voters to reduce all taxes that
are used to support p ublic schools.
Once the period of transition is
over, public schools in the South
should cost not mOTe than onefourth of what they cost now.
Since education, so-called, is now
the largest item in the typi cal

,.

is immense -

The private school movement
will be big, but we can fairly hope
that the private schools themselves
will not be big. For nothing is
more positively correlated - if you
will pardon the terminology - no
two things are more positively correlated in contemporary pub I i c
education th an the consolidated
vastness so beloved of the pedagogical bureaucracy and the retreat
to ignorance and savagery which
seems to be the goal of the social
revolution.
Integration is not itself the objective, to be attained with a minimu m of disorder. Disorder is the
goal, and integration is invoked to
achieve it! W e do not bring the
Negroes into f o r m e rl y white
schools in order to ed ucate the
Negroes, but in order to prevent
the educati on of the white children. It is education itself which
is undemocratic. for ed ucation consists in the refinement of the power
to discriminate.
Yet the d emand for discrimination remains and continues. When
people are not in th e grip of envy,
fear, or mindless hatred, they want
to be able to discriminate - to
tell their left hand from their right,
to tell black from white, to tell THE C ITIZEN

as H amlet said - a hawk from a
handsaw. They even want to be
able to tell religion from agnosticism, patriotism from fear of un iversal a ut h a r i t y. constitutional
liberty from ruthless di ctatorship,
self-reliance from socialist serfd om.

But to learn so to discriminate
and to make all other pl easa nt
and useful distinctions, they will
have to go to p ri va t e sc h oo ls,
for in the pub lic sc h oo ls the
Supreme Court now permits no
discrimination.

New Literature Makes Interesting Reading
These new items have just been added to our list of
recommended literature :
The HEW Guidelines, a photo-o ffset reproducti on o f the of ·
ficial school integration regulations issued in March 1966 by the
Office of Education, U. S. Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare. Must read ing fo r anyone interested in the future o f U. S.
education 1 Priced at 50 ¢ each, 3 fo r $ I .
Breeding Down, by Dr. Henry E. Garrett. An im portant booklet
o n t he hush-hush subject of racial intermarriage. Copies are 50¢
each, o r 3 fo r $ 1.
The Jim Clark Story, by Sheriff James G. Clark of Dallas County, Alabama. The inside sto ry of the Selma demonstrations, by an
experienced and dedi cated law-enfo rcement o fficer. This paperback bcok is just $2 per copy.
The True Selma Story, by A lbert C. Persons, veteran Alabama
newsma n and stringer for "life" magazine. This illustrated boo'<.let's subtit le, " Sex And Civil Rights," is descriptive o f its contents.
Just $1 each .
Riot ! by Albert C . Persons. A penetrating ana lys is, in wo rd
and picture, of the Watts riot and other Northern racial d isturbances, together with a look at the " Vietnik" campus d emonstrations
Copies are $ I each.

Order these new items by title, please . Send your o rder, with
remittance to Citizens' Council, Plaza Bu ild ing, Jackson, Mississippi 392(11. For additional materials, see comp lete listing beg inn ing on page 38 of th is issue.
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What's With Watts?
By 'V [Ll.A~r K. SHEAHEIl

California can t in u e s to be
plagued by racial dist u rbances.
FEATURED SPEAKER AT LUNCHEON SESSION of Le ade rsh ip Confe re nce was W illiam
K. Sh e.1 re r, pu~l i sh e r of T he C,,'ifornia Statesma n. Shown a bov e. left to rig ht : Ha milton
County Counci lman Raulst?" Schoolfield ; eeA Preside nt Roy V. Ha rris; Mr. Shea re r;
Or. John P. Hooyer, preSIde nt of Chatta nooga Citize ns' Council; a nd Mrs. She.arer.
Photo be low shows pa rt of n p,uity crowd which a ttended Confe rence sessions in
glitte ring $ih 'e r Room a t Ru d House.

Since the delivery of the address published here, a second
majo r riot erupted in the Watts
area of Lcs Angeles, and other
less publicized outbreaks of violence have occurred in the San
Francisco Bay area.
In Apr il 1966, se rious racia l
disturbances at two Los Angeles
County h igh schools left two white
g irls hospitalized. There are p redictions that the summer months
will see new outbreaks and dis o rders.
Mr. Shearer's discussion o f the
August 1965 Watts riots details
the backgro und and causes of the
ri ots, and poi nts to a responsible
sol ut ion to the race problem in
Califo rnia and o ther Northern
states and communities.
On August 18, 1965, a California
Highway Patrol officer initiated a
routine arrest of a legro drunk

20
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driving suspect in the " 'atts area
of Los Angeles. The young Negro
malefactor, who has since ple:tded
guilty to th e drunk driving charge.
resisted arrest. His mother and
brother came to his defense. A
crowd gathered.
And from that almost innocuous
beginning developed a riot that
rocked a city, and shocked a state
and nation.
It was a riot in wh ich over l O,CK>O
Los Angeles legroes parlicipatedburning, looting, killin g.

It was a riot in whjch 35 persons
were killed, and 1,032 injured.
It was a riot in which the mini·
mum property d amage estimate is
$40,CK>O,OOO; in which more th an
600 buildings were damaged b y
burning and looting; in which riot·
ers started over 2,000 fi res, in which
there were 3,952 arrests, with 2.278
felony cases filed agai nst adults.
The ri ot embraced an area cov·
ering 50 square mi les.
2 1

It was a riot in which two police
officers and one fireman lost their
lives, and in which 90 Los Angeles
police officers, 136 firemen, 10 ational Guardsmen, and 23 persons
from other governmental agencies
were injured.

Firemen, attempting to quell the
blazes raging in the city, were required to wear bulletproof vests to
protect them from the snipers firing
at them while they worked.
The same snipers fired on ambulances attempting to rescue the
wounded an d injured.
The Governor's Commission on
the Los Angeles Riots, which has
filed a 100 page report entit led
"Violence In The City - An End
Or A. Beginning?", 'expressed the
shock of Californians at the outbreak of violence in Los Angeles.
The report said :
" In Los Angeles, before the Summer's explosion, there was a tendency to believe, and with some reason,
that the p roblems which cause the
trouble elsewhere were not acute
in this community.
"A 'statistical report' drawn in
1964 by the Urban League which
rated American cities in tenns of
10 basic aspects of Negro life such as housing. employment, income - ranked Los Angeles first
alllong the 68 cities that were exa mined. ('There is no q uestion
about it , this is the best city in the
world,' a young Negro leader told us
with respect to h 0 u s j n g for
Negroes. )
" While the Negro districts in Los
Angeles are not urban gems, neither
are they slums. 'Vatts, for example,
is a community consisting mostly of
one and two-story houses, a third of
which are owned by the occupants.
In the riot area, most streets a re
wide and usually quite clean; there
are trees, parks and playgrounds."
22

Negroes in California h a ve
shared in our state's prosperity, just
as Negroes, nationally, have shared
in America's prosperity. And, in
general, they have shared in direct
proportion to their own contribution, to their incentive, drive, and
responsibility.
Negroes in California encounter
little so-called discrimination. The
state has no pattern of legally-enforced segregation.
What causes, then, underlie the
Los Angeles riots?
The Governor's Commission on
the Los Angeles Riots, called the
McCone Commission because it
was headed hy former Central Intelligence Agency director John A.
McCone, attempted to attrihute the
riots to economic causes - " ot
enough jobs .. . not enough schooling . . . the least adequate network
of public transportation in any
major city in America . . ." - as
well as to SOCiological and psychological causes. The report said of
the series of summer riots which
swept across the nation:
"The riots were each a symptom
of a sickness in the center of Ollr
cities. In almost every major d ty.
Negroes p res!>ing ever more densely
into the central city and occupying
a reas from which CaucasiAns have
moved in their fl ight to the suburbs
have developed an isola ted existence
with a feeling of separation from
the communi ty as a whole ...
"Looking back, we can a lso see
that there was a series of aggravating events in the 12 months prior
to the riots.
"Publicity given to the glowin~
promise of the Federal Poverty Program was paralleled by reports of
controver-.-y and bickering over the
mechanism to handle the program
here in Los Angeles, and wh en the
projects did arrive. they did not Jive
tip to their press notices.
THE CIT I ZEN

"Throughout the nation, unpunished violence and disobedience to
law were widely reported a nd almost
dai ly there were exhortations, here
and e lsewhe re, to take the most extreme and even illegal remedies to
right a wide varie ty of w rongs, real
and supposed.
" In addition, many Negroes here
felt and were encouraged to feel
that they had been affronted by the
passage of Proposition 14 an
initiative measure passed by twothirds of tJle vote rs in November
]964 which repealed the Rumford
Fa ir HOll!>ing Act and unless modified by the voters or invalidated by
the courts will bar any attempt by
sta te or local governments to enact
similar laws."

Another factor which the McCone Commission found to underlie the riots was the existence in the
Negro community of "a resentment,
even hatred, of the police, as the
symbol of authority."
The nature of the McCone Commission's findings makes it impossible to either totally embrace or
totally reject these findings. While
economic conditions do influence
outlooks and attitudes, I find it difficult to believe that the Watts riots
can be attributed to economic
causes such as housing, employment, schools and transportation.
Rather, I think, you will find the
underlying causes in a state of mind
which exists today in a very large
part of the egro community, a
state of mind which is conducive
to th e attitudes and actions cui·
minating in a vVatts riot.
First, I think we must remember
that we are dealing wi th a primitive
people with primitive reactions.
Emotionalism runs high, and in the
frenzy of excitemen t of the dance
around the campfire, the dancers
frequently forget what it was that
APRIL 196 6

caused them to commence the outburst in the fi rst place.
To a very marked degree,
egroes do not share with the majority community a common sense
of values, a common set of standards. T here are numerOllS exceptions to this allegation, of course,
but an examination of Negro family
life, sex and cultural mores, goals
and outlooks demonstrates a substantial d eparture from standards
on the same subjects entertained
by the majority community.
E ven official F ederal government
reports are beginning to take cognizance of these differences, although the tendency is to attempt
to blame the disintegration of
egro famil y life on slavery, discrimination and the majority community.
But I say to you today that there
are cultural. psychological and racial differences between Negroes
and the majority community and I do not say this disparagingly
in any way - and we will never
be ahle to solve the so-called
.. 1egro problem" until we accept
these differences, and reconcile ourselves to the fact that Negroes, by
and large, will react like Negroes,
and not like anybody e lse.
Now, second, in California, we
have taken th ese relatively primitive people, with their primitive
reactions, and we have placed them
in an almost totally unrestrained
social abnosphere.
The McCone Commission found
that 24 per cent of the people li ving in the \Vatts riot area are rt:.civing public assistance - welfare.
Some 90 per cent of the aid to
23

families with d ependent children
in th e ri ot area goes to iegroes.
In nine out of 10 of these homes
the father is absent. Seven out of
10 families on this type of weUare
receive aid for one or more il1egitimate children.
The McCone Com.missioll foulld :
"ine increase in MOe expendihiTes, coupled with the inc rease in

population, raises a questio n in the
minds of some whether the generosity of the California welfare program compared with those in the
Southe rn and Sou thwestern states is
not one of the fa ctors in the heavy
in-migration of disndvantaged people
to Los Angeles."

The report said that assurances
had been received that welfare recipients "would rather have work
than welfare, but the simple arithmetic of the matter makes us uncertain.'"
Third, YOLI have in the Negro
community a tendency to lawlessness. In the ' Vatts area, for instance, over 1,000 felonies were
logged in the few months preceding the riot. These included 196
murders and other major cri mes.
The area has an illegitimacy rate of
25 per cent or higher , and a divorce rate of 33 per cent or higher.
The area contains at leas t 500 probationers from the commission of
major crimes.

In all of these statistics, th e W atts
area reflects a national pattern of
the overall circumstance of the
Negro community. Tegroes, with
only 10 per cent of the nation's
population, account for three to
seven times as much of its major
crimes.

Now, take this primitive people,
li ving in an unrestrained social at24

mosphere, subsidized by the government, the taxpayers, the majority community. couple this with the
tendency to lawless ness. and then
add the warped philosophy which
is continually being preached to
egroes, and you have aU of the
com ponent parts necessary to the
making of a riot in Los Angeles
or anywhere else in America.
What is this warped phi losophy
of which I speak? It has five ideological themes:
First is th e idea th at there is no
ind ividual responsibility for one's
actions.
\.vhen I was in the military service, a young egro hoodlum from
Chicago who was on duty as a
barracks guard broke into a man's
footlocker, stole the keys to his car,
deserted his post, stole the car, and
went into the nearest city. where he
purchased narcotics. He later returned, was court martialed and
convicted, being g iven th e lightest
kind of sentence. But his apologists
said that he was not reall y to b lame
for his crimes. He was merely the
victim of an u nwholesome environment. Society - YOll , I, all of us were to blame. There is no individual responsibility. And this sentiment has been preached to the
egro until he finds it convenient
to believe it, and the majority community. and society at large, must
bear the guilt and reproach for his
individual misconduct. 1 need not
emphasize that such a philosophy
carries with it the seeds of the d estruction of any organized society
or civilization.
Second is the idea that Negroes
are above th e law,
Martin Luther Kin g and other
leaders of the
egro Hevolution
T H E CITI ZEN

constantly preach that it is justifiable to hreak the law if it
is an "unjust law." Such a philosophy, full y applied, is totally des tructive of any effort to preserve law, order and civil process.
Yet the Tegro today, in the name
of civil ri ghts, fully believes that he
has a right to violate what he believes to be an "unjust law." And
he and his leaders have arroga ted
to themselves the full power of
judgment over which laws shall or
shall not be oheyed.
T he fl ames of this dis integration
of law and order are fanned b y
the bleeding heart and do-gooder
elements of the general community.
The late Adlai Stevenson, for instance, said approvingly of the civil
rights disord ers, "'1ndeed, even a
jail sentence is no longer a dishonor but a proud achievement.
Perhaps we are d estined to see in
this law-loving land people running
for office not on th eir stain less
records but on their prison records."
Third is the anti-police sentiment
wh ich pervades the Negro community.
So wides pread is this sentiment
that the :\lcCone Commission took
official cognizance of it, describing
it as I quoted earlier, as "a resentment, eve n hatred, of the police,
as the symbol of authori ty." There
is a widespread rejechon of the
police in the I\egro community for
what th at community calls police
"brutality." The record shows,
however, th at this brutality is more
a figment of the imagi nation than
a reality. The Los Angeles police
force, for instance, is far from
bmtal, and precautions are taken
to avoid incidents which migh t
lead to mass disturbances.
7
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Such so-called brutality as may
exist is generally provoked by
Negro resistance to lawful arrests.
The entire W atts riot was initiated
b y an incident of such resistance
in which th e arresting officer's shirt
was literally tom from his back.
Fourth is the open preaching 01
violence by some elements of the
tegro community.
Again, the McCone Commission
took cognizance of this problem.
And typical of violence-provoking
statements is th at of the late Malcolm X, who in March 1964 said,
"The 'egro is justified to take any
steps at all to achieve his equality
... there can be no revolution without bloodshed."
Fifth is the unwillingness of many
Tegroes to accept the d ecision of
the majority through the civil process.
All responsible society is based
upon the solution of problems
through a civil process, yet a large
segment of the Negro community
has rejected that process. The McCone Commission cited this reaction within the Negro community
to the voter adoption of Proposition
14, and advocates of civil rights
dictatorship are now openly p roposing that the voters be denied
an opportunity to express th emselves 0 11 civil rights matters. From
th e considered decision to thwart
the right of the majority to e:X'P ress
itself to the initiation of violence in
the streets is a short step indeed,
and one which is being advanced
with alarming frequency among
civil rights agita tors.
Now, finally, take all of the factors which 1 have mentioned pre:
"iously, a long with this philosophy,
coupl ed wi th the almost total ah25

sence of reliable leadership in tbe
tegro community, and you have

not only the making of a riot but
an inability of the Negro community to halt or control it once it has
been unleashed.
Only about two per cent of Los
Angeles egroes participated jn th e
\¥atts riots. The vast majority of
the legro community was not directl y involved. Yet tbe
egro
voices which are heard in the roles
of leadership continually incite
such disturbances or apologize for
them. The tragedy is tbat the lawabiding, responsible egroes have
very little voice in their own community. They have abdicated the
role of leadership, out-shouted and
pushed aside by the militancy and
zeal of the Negro revolutionists.
In fairness. too, it must be said
that an overwhelming majority of
I egroes support the social objectives of the Negro Revo lution, with
its disadvantages for the majority
community, although certainly a
lesser number by far approve of
the viole nt overtones preached by
some of the extremists.

I might also add that a factor

tory

heading: " J egro Sociologist Forsees More Watts Type Burnings."
The article said :

fight isn't over in five years, America will no longer exist.

Such stateme nts also serve to inci te the primitive emotionalism of
the egro community.
' '''hen civil rights demonstrators
held a massive 24-hour-a-day sit-in
lasting several weeks in the ro-

.. 'Negroes wil1 bum every ghetto
in the country - as they did Watts
- if that's what it takes to get
equality,' a Negro sociologist said
Thursday.
"Herman Blake, studying for his
doctorate at the University of California in Berkeley and slated to
teach next year at UC Santa Cruz.
said 'Harlem and Watts are in every
major American city and .. . residents are human, and they are treated in an inhuman fashion:
" 'We can take it no longer:
"'Vatts, he said, was less a race
riot than an anti-colonial uprising
and the people who live in \Vatts
and Harlem cannot communicate
with others on the outside, so the
people take to the streets to show
they are alive and are being de-

equality or racial conflicts will have

stroyed.'

At this point I would like to review some of tbe findings of tbe

tunda of the State Capitol, tbe Governor posed for a picture with the
agi tators.
The result of this e ncourageme nt
of lawlessness is easily foretold, and

the end product could not help
but be an outbreak such as occurred in ~Ta tts.
Another significant contribution
to the extensiveness of the damage

and destruction of tbe Watts riots
was the tardiness of Lieu tenan t
Governor Glenn Anderson in calling out the National Guard in an
e ffort to meet the crisis . The McCone Commission, in its report,
criticized his conduct. Anderson
was acting as Governor in the absence of Governor Brown, who in
any crisis can never be found

under

the

.. ""Ibis is our house and we will
have an equal place in the house
or we will bum it down,' is their
feeling, he said."

Negro Loren Miller. Brown-ap-

pointed municipal court judge in
Los Angeles, and an individual
,vitb a long record of leftist activ-

"We will eitber have complete
levelled our country.
"If it comes to a fight, tbe white
man won't have a chance.

"And the white man knows this.
He is afraid of the

Jegro."

While tbese inflammatory statements continue to be uttered , violence and crime persist in the Negro

areas. On September 25, for instance, a white social worker was

shot and seriously wounded by two
young Watts area egroes for no
apparent reason. The two Negroes

stepped from behind some bushes
and opened fire on the white man.

McCone Commission, and the legislative and administrative recommendations offe red by various
sources as a result of the Los
Angeles riots.

First of aU in tbis regard, I tboroughly agree ,vitb Chairman McCone when he said that the

future eruptions such as the Los

says: "Until Los Angeles tackles
its own ghetto problem, it ,viII al-

commissioners "find no excuse, no
reasonable justification for the vio-

Angeles Watts riots?

ways be ripe for an incident like

lence in August by a reasonably
small segment . . ."

for what could blow up one day

tbe one tbat triggered tbe riots in
Watts."
Dick Gregory, tbe Negro night
club "comedian" and a perennial
civil rights agitator, called tbe Los
Angeles riots "tbe best thing tbat
has happened to tbe American
Negro." He said it was the best
thing tbat had happened because

in the future."

it gave the Negro a chance to see

political diatribes addressed to the
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pronouncement

ities including authorship of articles
in the Communist Daily Worker,

among the dead or the wounded,
but always among the missing!
What are the possibilities of

Two years ago in a campaign
utterance against Proposition 14,
Governor Edmund C. Brown said
a "war between the races" will develop in the campaign. In another
instance he predicted a "whirlwind
of demonstrations and violence

"white people running from him
for a change."
Gregory says: "If tbe civil rights

justice to tbe people of California,
the overwhelming majority of
whom desire to be law-abiding.

significantly contl'ibuting to the intemperate attitude of the
egro
commu ni ty in California has been
the inflammatory nature of the
community by pro-civil rights politi cal leaders, including the Governor of our state.

The Sacramento Union, on October 8, 1965, reported an inflamma-

which this state has never before
witnessed."
Such comments do serious in-

The McCone Commiss ion found

as follows: "The existing breach,
if allowed to persist, could in time
split our society irretri evably. So
serious and so explosive is the sit-

uation that, unless it is checked,
the August riots may seem b y comparison to be only a curtain-raiser
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I also subscribe to the Commission's comments with reference to
the generos ity of the California
welfare program and to the Com-

mission's finding tbat "all educational and government programs

will be of no avail unless tbe Negro
shoulders a full share of the re:
spons ibility for h is own well be ing."
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I agree with the Commission's
finding that "however powerful
their grievances, the rioters had no
legal or moral justification for the
wounds they inflicted ..."
""Even more dismaying, as we
studied the record, was the large
number of brutal exhortat.ions to
violence which were uttered b y
some Negroes.
"Rather than making proposals,
they laid down ultimatums with
the alternative being violence. All
this nullified th e admirable efforts
of hundreds, if not thousands, both
Negro and white, to quiet the situation and restore order."
It is also interes ting to note that
the only dissent fil ed by a member
of th e McCone Commission was
offered by Reverend James Edward
Jones, a "egro member of th e Los
Angeles Board of Education. H e
disagreed with the oth er commissioners' findin gs on welfare, and
the necessity for Negroes to shoulder more of the responsibility for
their own well-being. I suspect,
unfortunately, that Jones speaks for
a substantial element of the Negro
community, an element far exceeding the two per cent who actively
participated in the "Vatts riots.
The proposals for action res ulting
from the Los Angeles riots have
generally centered around a vast
expansion of public ass istance to
the alread y heavily-subsidized resid ents of the Watts area"
The Urban League, for instance,
has called for a mass ive Marshall
Plan program of ass istance to solve
' ,Vatts' problems, in which the
League would participate in the
administration of th e aid program.
Presiden t Johnson announced on
September 2 that he had ordered
2.

Federal agencies to expedite $29,"
000,000 for the Los Angeles area
to "treat the problems which had
festered into rioting" two weeks
earlier. By mid-October, 0 v e r
SS,500,OOO of this money had actually been allocated to Watts area
programs.
Included in these Federal subsidy activities for Watts were an
expanded manpower training program; well over $1,000,000 for
youth opportu nity centers; an employment service office in the Watts
district; an on-the-job training pro·
gram; assistance to needy mobile
migrants; multi-service centers; a
kindergarten enrichment program;
pre-school projects; an extra-curricular program in reading and language skills; a day-care project for
youth on probation; $01,000 for
consumer education; a small business development center complex;
medical examinations for Neighborhood Youth Corps participants; a
Community Action Program office;
more pre-school and extended day
programs; a Saturday school project; a reception room program; a
counseling program to prevent
dropouts; a student achievement
center; a school opportunity center;
a gerontology program ; a home
management program; a pre-school
child and parent program; adult
counseling and guidance; a parentschool coordination program; English classes for foreign-language
speaking adults; a school enrichment program; a reading program
for juvenile court wards; a
strengthening communication skills
project; various community programs for education; a program of
developing community relationships through outdoor science and
THE C ITIZEN

conservation; a Los Angeles neighborhood legal service program; an
augmentation of funds for various
existing governmental agencies
such as the Office of the County
Superintendent of Schools, the
training program of the California
Youth Authority and the University of California's Social Welfare
Extension.
This is not an exhaustive list,
I might tell you, but it indicates
the kind of benefit program which
your community may receive if you
put on blackface and stage a riot!
Among the other suggestions
which have been offered by various
sources for stopping future Watts
riots have been:
1. Corporate and business tax \\Titeoffs to stimulate job-producing commercial and industrial development in
the Watls area.
2. Creation of an economic opportunity loan program for business and
home development in poverty areas.
3. Adoption of a law to revoke
business licenses throughout the state
as a penalty for discrimination in employment based on race or national
origin.
4. Location of field offi ces in poverty areas to provide enforcement of
building codes and upkeep of services
such as maintenance of streets and
lighting equipment.
5. Elimination by law of pre-hiring
tests which, say civil rights extremists,
discriminate against minority group
job applicants.
6. A requirement that employers
with more than 250 employees and all
labor unions report annually to the
State Fair Employment Practices Commission the racial composition of their
work force and membership.
7. Development of a job training
and placement center in the ' VatlS
area.
8. Maximum participation in st.·He,
Federal and private programs to proAPRIL 1 'i66

vide employment opportunities in disadvantaged communities.
9. Liberalization of credit requirements by the Federal Housing Administration for FHA insured loans
in the disadvantaged areas.
10. Public subsidy to the Southern
California Rapid Transit District to
provide a bus transport systcm through
the area.
11. Acquisition by the Public Transit
District of existing small tr.msportation companies in the Los Angeles
area.
12. Construction of a new comprehensively-equipped public hospital in
the ' VaUs area.
13. Increase of county health personnel and services in the area.
14. Creation of a city Imman relations commission.
15. A guaranteed income whether
one 'works or not.

This last proposal was not new
with the Watts riot. During the
1965 Cl lifornia legislative session,
one of California's egro Assemblymen introduced a resolution
asking for a legislati ve study of
the possibility that our current efforts to insure everyone a job are
misdirected, and that attempts to
insure everyone an income and purchasing power may be more appropriate to our present - day
circumstances.
I personally reject the philosophy
that the answer to the "Vatts riots
is to be found in economic subsidies - because I believe that
the fundamental cause of the riots
was a state of mind, far more than
a set of economic conditions. You
can no more solve the problem o f
a state of mind through economic
subsidies than you can buy friends
with foreign aid.
I agree thoroughly with the comment of \Varner & Swasey, a
machine tool company which pub29

lished in a recent advertisement
the following statement, under the
heading "We Mass Produce Almost
Everything In This Country Except
- Character":
"It used to be that when you
wanted something, you worked to
earn it.
'ow you stage a riot to
get it given to you at someone
else's expense.
"If your father or grandfather
lost his job, he took whatever work
he (.'ould get, and he went (probably
walked miles) to where there was
work - any honest work - being
done. Now hordes of relief 'clients'
re fu se a job unless it is to their
liki ng, and they demand the job
be brought to them in their com·
munity.
"It used to take a lifetime of
gruelling work and scrimping fo r a
family or a country to earn a little
surplus, a taste of security. Now
mobs of stupid 'students' and whole
'emerging nations' demand they be
given it, out of your earnings and
with no effort on their part.
.. 'Minority groups' all over the
earth seem to think the world owes
them everything they want. So
vicious destructiveness makes necessary higher taxes to pay for more
police to protect decent citizens;
higher taxes for playgrounds and
parks which hoodlums promptly
make unsafe; highe r taxes for schooling for gangs who don't seem to
want or are unable to be educated .
The minority g roups whose rights
no one seems to consider are the
taxpayers and decent citizens who may have been pampering evil
too long."

In making its proposals for economic subsidy to the ' ·Vatts area,
with which I do not agree, the
McCone Commission also rendered
a finding to which I thoroughly
subscribe. The Commission said
that aU of its recommendations,
which it conceded were cos tly and
extreme, "wil1 be for naught, unless
30

the conscience of the community,
the white and the Negro community together, direct a new and, we
b e l i eve, revolutionary attitude
toward the problems of the city.

"This demands a form of leadership that we have not found."
Using the ' Vatts riots as a point
of departure, other proposals have
been advanced to hamstring the
police of our major cities. Extreme
civil rights fanatics have continually pressured for a civilian police
review board, a suggestion repudiated by the McCone Commission.

The American Civil Liherties
Union presented to the Commission
25 allegations of police malpractice
- with an admission that none of
the cases had been verified - and
urged the creation of such a police
review board.
The ACLU representative who
presen ted the 25 cases em phasized
that he could not vouch for the
truth of any, onl y that they established a pattern of helief in police
misconduct.
According to the ACLU, of
course, the police were the villains
of the Watts ri ots, and the 10,000
rioters mere innocent bystanders.
In the face of the prohlem of
protecting an entire community
against 10,000 rioters, the looting of
600 huildings, the setting of 2,000
fires, the injuring of over 1,000
people, a minimum property damage of $40,000,000, and the necessity for the arrest of 4,000 persons,
the ACLU continues to beat its
breast about an alleged 37 cases
of false arrest; 32 cases of "brutality," most of them during the riot;
19 cases of illega l search and seizTHE C ITIZEN

ure; 24 of "verbal abuse"; 14 threats
of intimidation; and 5 of wanton
destruction. Conceding that all of
the ACLU charges are correct which I most certainly do not this would he a small margin of
police error in the face of the fantastic problem created hy the insurrection of 10,000 primitives in
our state's Ia.rgest metropolitan
center.
I say to you with perfect candor
that we wil1 never solve th e problem of lawlessness as long as we
continue to vilify the police whose
job it is to preserve law and order
while we glorify, even deify those
who advocate civil disobedience
and lawlessness in our streets.
ow the theme of this Conference this year is education, and I
want to take a few moments to
review for you the specific proposals in the field of education
which have been generated by the
""atts riots.
The McCone Commission in its
rep 0 r t determined, "That the
schools in the disadvan taged areas
do not provide a program tha t
meets the unique educational needs
of culturally disadvantaged children .'"
The Commission said , ~'What is
clearly needed and what we recommend is an emergency program designed to raise the level of scholastic attainment of those who would
otherwise fall hehind.
"This requires pre-school education, intensi ve instruction in small
classes. remedial courses and other
special treatment. The cost will he
great but until the level of scholastic ach ievement of the disadvan·
taged ch ild is raised, we cannot
APR IL UHi 6

expect to overcome the existing
spiral of failure.'"

Specifically, the McCone Commission recommended that schools
in disadvantaged areas with low
achievement levels he designated
"as emergency schools." In each
of these schools an emergency lit·
eracy program would be estahlished. This program would cost
at least $250 per year per student
in addition to the presen t per student costs, exclusive of capital expendi tures.
The Commission recommended a
permanent pre-school program heginning at age 3.
The Commission recommended a
free or reduced-price lunch program for needy students in the disadvantaged areas.
The Commission recommended a
reduction in class size for children
in e lementary and junior high
schools in disadvantaged areas from
the present average of 33 to a maximum of 22 studen ts per class.
The Commission also recommended the provision of more personnel to cope with disturbed and
retarded children as well as the
special problems of disadvantaged
children.

The California Legislature's Assemhly Education Committee has
gone even further than the McCone
Commission in its recommendations. In a report filed in D ecember, the committee recommends an
augmented pre-school program;
basic reading programs; crash reduction of class sizes; improved
school lihraries; establishment of
advancement schools for dropouts;hiring of non·profess ional teacher
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aides; aid priorities for disadvantaged areas; and expansion of vocational training programs.

In October, less than 60 days
after the riot, Governor Brown announced that four day-care centers
for children will soon be opened
in the \Vatts area.
Earlier in the year. the Governor
had loudly proclaimed his approval
of an $801 ,000 Federal anti-poverty
grant for a Los Angeles teenage
summer program for th e disadvantaged area. The 18 special
projects involved in the grant were
designed to provide cultural, educa tional and recreational experiences for youth. The programs, he
said , would help gi ve youth from
deprived backgrounds an opportunity to have a "meaningful experience in drama. journalism and
the dance."
My observation of th e \Vatts area
is that the \ Vatts natives are doing
very we ll in drama and the dance
without an $801 ,000 subsidy.
Lieutenant Governor Glenn Anderson has urged that a new junior
college, state college or branch of
the University of California be located in th e \ Vatts area.
And Assembl yman Mervin D ymally. Los An geles Negro legislator,
has decided that not enough
Negroes are being admitted to
California colleges. Therefore, he
introduced a resolution "dec1aring
support for th e view that the
academically promising culturaUy
disadvantaged merit special consid·
eration in collegiate admissions decisions, and urging that the trustees
of the California State Colleges explore the feasibility of admitting
academ icall y promising cultura lly

disadvantaged students as exceptions to the admissions requirements in addition to the nonnal
number of new students."
In other words. a qualified majority group child, under this resolution, could be shoved aside,
denied an opportunity to attend a
state college, to make room for a
less qualified egro.
Now frankly, these recommendations bring into focus the entire
ques ti on of the purpose for which
we have established a public school
system.
~l y belief is that the public
school system has been established
to accomplish one objective only,
and that is to provide a basic education on an equal basis for all of
our children. The school is not a
baby-sitting institution; it is not a
health resort; it is not a welfare
agency; it is not a res taurant; it is
not an old folks' home; and it is
not responsible for all of the physical and cultural diversities, the
specialized problems which have
been bequeathed to individuals by
chance, heredity, misfortune or
ethnic background.
The McCone Commission in its
revi ew of educa tional facilities in
the Los Angeles area found no
proof of inequality in educational
faciliti es in disadvantaged areas.
I believe that the educational
dollar should be divided equall y
between all children. I do not believe that my child. because she
comes from a majori ty gro up background. because her home is not
disadvantaged according to the
social planners, should find her
educational opportunity sacrificed
on the altar of those whose heredTHE C ITIZEN

ity. environment or welfare status

classifies them as culturally deprived. I have a child with a 170
IQ. I think she has a contribution
to make to the society in which she
is being reared, and I can comprehend no earthly reason why 15 per
cent more of our educational tax
dollar should be spent on the child
of a welfare case than is spent on
my own daughter.
I am personally opposed to the
entire pre-school concept. I do not
want children taken from home and
parents to become wards of the
governmental bureaucracy at the
age of 3. I frankly trust the mother
and father of a disadvantaged child
more fully than I trust the motivation and programming of the social
planners and school bureaucrats.
The job of our educational system is to give every child an equal
opportunity to learn. I believe in
the grouping of children by ability
so that each may travel at his own
speed through the educational process.
I will say this also : I do believe
that the educational system needs
to do more in the area of providing
constructive vocational training. I
do not, however, define vocational
training as a shakedown device for
Federal funds, and I must also add
that if the schools launched worthwhile vocational programs in disadvantaged areas, the first screams
of rage and pain would come from
the civil rights extremists who
would say, "Seel Our educational
opportunity is not equal. You are
trying to keep us in low income
trades and are not providing us
the academic opportunities necesAPRIL UH56

sary to meet collegiate admission
requirements."

I submit to you that one of these
days, across this country, the majority community will awake to the
gross inequity which is worked on

majority group children by the
adoption of costly so-called compensatory education programs for
Negroes, and when this happens
there will be a majority revolt that
will restore equality of education
with favoritism for none in our
public school system. But the people will have to be informed, for
much of the majority community is
virtually oblivious to the fact that
the problem even exists.
The principal error made by the
McCone Commission was its un-

questioning acceptance of the myth
that the lack of integration in Los
Angeles accounted for the riots.
I realize that this suggestion which
I shall now make is a little ahead
of its time for the politicians of
California, but. eventually, our
state will come to the realization
that a separate development \vill
be necessary for the harmony and
advancement of both the majority
and Tegro communities in our
state.
Out of the mouths of babes come
great truths, and a high school student, a Negro lad, was recently
quoted in one of the Los Angeles
newspapers as saying, "Parents are
unrealistic about school. Sure, they
want you to go, but they don't
understand the kids' feelings that
the white competition is insurmountable." Negro children have
a better chance to feel a sense of.
accomplishment in a separate but
equal environment.
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No one can solve problems until
he is willing to face the realities
that cause the problems. And the
people of California, or any other
state, will not be able to solve the
Negro problem until they are willing to accept facts about Negroes,
admit that there are ethnic and
cultural differences which cannot
be reconciled by pretending that
the differences do not exist.

We are going to have to encourage a sense of pride and accomplishment in the Negro community,
and this can only be don e by
encouraging development of that
community on its own, as a separate entity. It cannot be accomplished by trying to absorb the
egro community through a forced
integration which the majority
community will not accept.

There must be equal educational
opportunity, but that equality is
achieved by offering a basic education from which all can profit.
It is not achieved by spending vast
sums on the so-called disadvantaged to compepsate for differences
in cultural, ethnic or family backgrounds.

Don Warden, a Negro spokesman
in California, is correct when he
says, "The civil rights groups are
sometimes unconsciously reinforcing an inferiority complex . . . if
it is an all-black school, they say,
'it must be segregation because
look at it. It's an black: It reinforces inferiority. It says anything
all-black is inherently inferior. You
can't build pride when you adopt
this position ...

I agree that there must be sound
programs of vocational education
to train young people to make a
living. to earn their own way, to
live fruitful and productive lives.
We have had enough educational
aimlessness. We have had too
much prostitution of the public
school system by diverting it from
its basic academic purpose into
channels which make of it a social
welfare agency.
Further, if we are to solve the
problems of owr society, we are
going to have to punish wrongdoers, and stop placing civil rights
lawbreakers before our children as
guides and examples in the classrooms.

We are going to have to provide
protection for the majority community from Tegro lawlessness.
We are going to have to end the
abusive misuse of government as
a tool of the minority.

"The civil rights groups have not
put up one business or one factory
in their entire history. Not one.
at even as a token , or a symbol
of what could be done. We need
images to give the race confidence
in itself."
Finally, if the majority community is going to be ahle to help itself,
and the Negro community as well,
we are going to have to get rid of
the fantastic phony guilt complex
which has corroded our entire outlook on the Negro problem, a guilt
complex which continually militates against our facing facts on
this subject.
The social gospel ministers are
among the worst purveyors of this
complex. In the face of the Watts
riots they were screaming that the
insurrection was all our fault, that
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poverty and the majority community were to blame. Not one word
did they utter criticizing the insurrectionists.
I reject this phony guilt complex,
because I know it keeps me from
facing facts, from helping myself or
others, whether they be members
of the majority or minority communities.
A year ago, we met in Montgomery, and I told you that we would
live to see the day when the government would be ours.
Today, in Chattanooga, we are
nearer that goal.
The people are waking up on
the subject of the Negro Revolution.
Foes of school bussing, for . integration purposes, are winning
school board elections.
Public opinion poDs are showing
a growing public awareness of civil
rights issues, and a rejection of the
excesses of the demands of the
agitators.
There is a growing solidarity in
the majority community.
The Citizens' Councils, once essentially a Southern organization,
are now a nationwide movement
with a vastly expanding influence
on a national scale.
True, the problems are not 311
solved.
But we are closer than we were
a year ago, and we will draw closer
each day, each week, each month
and year until victory is ours.
What hnd of a victory will it be?
It win be a victory for all people
of goc;xl will.
APRIL JiHle

It will be a victory for racial harmony and peace.
It will be a victory for those who
believe in individual responsibility
- an people, black and white, who
want to amount to something, and
are willing to work to attain.
It will be a victory for equality
of opportunity and pride of accomplishment through separate
development.
But it will be a defeat for the
haters, those who teach the Negro
to despise himself by telling him
that he cannot accomplish unless
he is rubbing elbows with a white
man; those who teach the white
man to despise himself by infecting
him with a guilt complex because
he is not rubbing elbows with a
Negro.
Who are the haters? Not those
who believe in pride and accomplishment, but those who d ... troy
man's pride of accomplishment,
who teach him to hate and to despise himself.
Our nation approaches the crossroads, and I am confident that we
will make the right choice. I hold
with James Russen Lowen, who
said in "The Present Crisis":
Once to every man and nation
Comes the moment to decide.
In the strife of truth with falsehood.
For the good or evil side.
Some great cause, some great decision,
Offering each the bloom or bUght,
And the choice goes by forever
"Twixt that darkness and that Ught.
Though the cause of evil prosper,
Yet the truth is Strong;
Though her portion be the scaffold.
And upon the throne be wrong;
Ye t that scaffold sways the future,
And, behind the dim unknown,
Standeth Cod within the shadow Keeping watch above His own.
3.

Death Of A School System
(Continued from Page 2 )

Education of the Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare
( HEW ). The strategy hinges on
forced racial integration, with the
concomitant e limination of all dis-

crimination.

( Total inability to

discriminate is one definition of

idiocy.) Restless now with 12 years
of failure to implement this strategy. the bureaucracy - somewhat
desperately, we believe - adopts
a new tactic. Heretofore integration
has meant usually a white teacher
iIi a black school, and however
shocking may have been some of
the episodes in the resulting blackboard jungles, an effort was always
implicit to bring the pupils up to
level of our established civilization.
But that is not revolution. Revo-

lution means bringing the whole
civilization down. so that indeed
no one wiB be able to discriminate
between one savage and another.
To this equalitarian end, the new
tactic is: bwck teachers in a w hite
schooU
The "Revised Statement of Policies" issued this spring by HEW
sets forth many requirements for
school desegregation plans. The
document is generally referred to
as the "HEW guidelines," but it
is not clear why. since the word
guidelines is not used anywhere in
it. Requirements is used over and

over. Published in the Code of Federal Regulations, the "Statement of
Policies" says of itself that it "sets
forth the requirements which voluntary desegregation plans must
meet." (45 CFR 181.3 ) That is
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verbatim, except that italics have
been added. In full context, the
requirements must be met in order
to obtain Federal funds administered by HEW, but, increasingly,
official spokesmen tend to talk
about the requirements as if they
must be met without condition,
whether Federal aid is involved or
not, and since we think that is indeed the ultimate purpose of the
integrationists in the bureaucracy.
we go along with them in speaking
of their requirements, period.

The outstanding requirement of
the new regulation is the desegregation of faculty and staff. This
is hit over and over again. but one

quotation here will suffice: "The
pattern of assignment of teachers
and other professio.nal staff among
the various schools of a system may

not be such that schools are identifiable as intended for students of

to give the simultaneous but contradictory impressions that ( 1) it

won't be so bad and you will have
lots of freedom within the local
system, and (2 ) the changes will
be fundamental and you have no
alterna tive. We think the best indication of attitude appears in what
U. S. Commissioner of Education

Howard Howe told the Atlanta
Constitution: "This year the emphasis wi ll be shifted from negotiation to performance."
Performance in integration , that

is. The U . S. Office of Education
has never shown any interest in

anything that might legitimately be
called education.
At the Citizens' Council Conference in Chattanooga it was a moving experience to hear Dr. \OVilliam
S. Milburn, former Principal of

315 Plas. Building -

tention that because of generations

of a people.
You cannot have both integration and education! The decision
has been made to have, in th e
public schools, in tegration. But millions of parents have determined
to continue . in private schools, education.
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Some will say, Oh, but the Negro
teachers are just as good. The conof deprivation the Negro teachers
are not just as good was one of the

school system which, whatever its
faults. represented so much of the
wealth and talent of a nation, so
much of the hopes and aspiration
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a particular race, color. or national

origin .. ." (45 CFR 181.13 (d).)
In other words, if you can tell from
looking at the faculty whether the
school is white or black, then that
school is in violation of the regulation.

Male High School in Louisville,
Kentucl.l', and former President of
the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, speak
of the deterioration brought by integration to the public school system to which he had given 40 years
of his life. It is sad that throughout the country, but especially in
the South, the bureaucrats have
now decreed the death of a public

o
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